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ADVENTURE WORLD 
TASTE OF VIETNAM 11 DAYS  

  
 
 
 

Day 1 : Arrival Hanoi       (-/-/-)             
 
Arrival Hanoi, The capital of Vietnam is a charming city with a population of 9 million people. Hanoi is 
famous for its beautiful lakes, shaded boulevards, verdant public parks and its thriving Old Quarter, which is 
an architectural museum piece with blocks of ochre buildings retaining the air of a 1930s provincial French 
town.  
 
Overnight in Hanoi.  

 
Day 2: HANOI LANDMARKS AND LOCAL TOUCH   (B) 
 
This tour starts at 8:30/14:00 by driving pass the historical Ba Dinh Square where Ho Chi Minh proclaimed 

the independence of Vietnam in 1945. Driver drops off at Lenin Garden – communal space of local for taking 

an easy walk through before strolling through areas where sewing shops have been in family hands for 

generations, and people still practice the old ways, or admire the daily life of local people in the alley of 

Hanoi. Proceed to the millenia-old Temple of Literature and explore its role in the country’s past, as both a 

university and a temple.  

 

If you feel interested, make a stop at the last courtyard where Vietnamese traditional instruments contribute 

to the oriental feel. For travelers who are musicians, opportunities to play some notes will present 

themselves, all under the guidance of the artists. Towards the end of the tour, embark on a walk through 

Hanoi’s Old Quarter. Witness the ancient commercial street names, mirroring the crafts and businesses 

dating back over a thousand years. Then stop at home of Hanoian for tea break and listen to story of family 

in each period. 

 
Overnight in Hanoi.  
 
Day 3:  A DAY CRUISE HA LONG BAY   (B, L) 
 
Today’s tour will begin at 8:00. Discover one of Vietnam’s most spectacular northern jewels with this private 
Halong Bay day cruise. Depart from the buzzing streets of Hanoi in the early morning, leaving the city 
buildings behind in exchange for the beauty of the Red River Delta. Pass by smaller towns and farmlands, 
enjoying views of typical Vietnamese countryside. Half way into the four-hour journey, stop for a stretch and 
a drink at a local café.  

 

Resume the drive, arriving in Halong City late this morning and board a private junk-style boat. Cast off and 

cruise across the emerald green waters of UNESCO-listed Halong Bay. Sit in the dining area or on the open-

air top deck to admire the scenery and the refreshing sea breeze. The boat captain will navigate the boat 

around the Bay’s 1,500 limestone islands, providing an opportunity to see these remarkable, geologic 

wonders both up-close and from afar.  
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Around midday, lunch will be served on board. Enjoy attentive, personalized service by the ship’s crew while 

feasting on delicious, fresh seafood and a selection of Vietnamese dishes.  

After dining the ship will begin circling back to port, following a different route along the way for more 

breath-taking views. Say farewell to the ship’s crew and climb back into the vehicle for the return journey to 

Hanoi. Arrive at the hotel in time for a chance to freshen up before dinner.  

Notes: During the monsoon season, boat cruises may be subject to last minute cancellations due to weather 

conditions. 

 

Overnight in Hanoi.  
 
Day 4: HANOI/ FLY TO HOI AN – DA NANG     (B)             
 
Morning is free at leisure, then check out your hotel and be transferred to Hanoi airport for your short flight 
to Da Nang. 
 
Upon arrival, you will be transferred to your hotel in Hoi An for check in. 
 
Beautiful Hoi An is Vietnam’s most atmospheric town, with elegant architecture and a lovely riverside 
setting. From the 15th to the late 19th Centuries it was one of Asia’s most important ports, drawing traders 
from Europe, America and from across the east, notably China and Japan. Now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site the Old Town buzzes with charming restaurants, stylish bars and expert tailors set amid historic temples 
and shop houses. Surrounding the town are picturesque rice fields and sleepy back lanes, while a few miles 
to the east lies a glorious palm-fringed coastline. 
 
The rest of day is free at leisure. 
 
Overnight in Hoi An. 
 
Day 5: HALF DAY HOI AN WALKING TOUR  (B) 
 
Today’s tour will begin at 8:30. Be charmed by Hoi An, one of Vietnam’s most picturesque towns. Meet with 

a knowledgeable local guide for this introductory, half day Hoi An city tour, learning all about its illustrious 

past as a trading port. Take a walk through town, seeing remarkably well-preserved traditional houses that 

have withstood 200 years of weather and war. Learn about the prosperous merchants who used to live in 

these homes, trading with buyers from all over the world. 

 

Make a stop at the Japanese Covered Bridge, one of two such bridges in Vietnam. The bridge spans a small 

waterway and was built more than 400 years ago to connect the Japanese community with the Chinese who 

lived on the other side of the water. Admire the carvings and paintings inside the bridge, learning about their 

symbolism and cultural significance. 

 

Continue to a Chinese communal hall, a colourful mélange of bright gates, dragon statues and elaborate 

rooftops. Get an introduction to ancestor worship while visiting the family altar and watching local devotees 

making offerings. 
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Additionally, visit some of Hoi An’s famous handicraft shops, art galleries and the town’s vibrant market. 

Explore smaller laneways and local neighbourhoods, gaining a better appreciation of Hoi An’s endless charm. 

After this insightful glimpse of Hoi An, say farewell to the guide and return to the hotel.  

 
Overnight in Hoi An.  
 
Day 6: HOI AN RURAL LIFE, BIKES, BASKET BOATS, FARMS & FIELDS  (B, L) 
 
Depart for the Hoi An cycling tour from the hotel at approximately 08:00 and transfer by road a short 

distance into the nearby countryside. On arrival at a typical hamlet, hop on the bicycles to begin exploring 

the village.  Cycle along the lush water-coconut forest, beyond tranquil ponds and green rice fields. Take a 

break at Mr. Tien’s Temple - the initiator of the birds’ nests culture in this area. Spend time at Thanh Dong 

Organic farm - a 6000sqm organic garden supporting 14 local families. Learn about the rural lifestyle here 

and help out the farmers with their work, depending on the season, while learning more about local organic 

farming techniques in this area. Take a break at Mr. Meo’s house and listen to stories about the culture and 

history in this area.  

 

Leaving the farm behind, a 20 minute ride in a traditional ‘basket boat’ along a small languid river takes 

guests to a special local restaurant situated in the middle of the rice paddy fields. Here enjoy a break in the 

shade and a delicious Vietnamese lunch. Afterwards transfer back to Hoi An Ancient town or to selected 

hotel in Hoi An, arriving back at approximately 14h30. 

 

Notes:  

Biking distance is approx. 6-10 km along flat roads with little traffic.  

The program and route may change depending on weather conditions. 

 
Overnight in Hoi An.  
 

Day 7 : HOI AN (B) 
 
Enjoy a leisurely day in Hoi An to soak up more of the town’s many attractions, great food and street scenes, 
or perhaps venture out to the beach for a swim or a cycle in the nearby countryside.  
 
Overnight in Hoi An. 
 

Day 8 : HOI AN – DA NANG/ FLY TO HO CHI MINH  (B) 
 

Free at leisure in Hoi An before transfer to Danang airport for flight to Ho Chi Minh.  

You will meet your guide on arrival, transfer and check-in to your hotel. During the drive your guide will 
provide an introduction to Saigon, answer any questions you have, and make arrangements for the following 
day. Formerly known as Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City is characterised by a vast array of sights and sounds, and is 
a fascinating blend of old and new, East and West.  

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh. 

 
Day 9: SAIGON HISTORIC LANDMARKS AND HIDDEN CHARMS (B) 
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See Ho Chi Minh City’s highlights on this revealing half-day city tour. Learn of Vietnam’s cultural past from 

older Saigonese residents and follow up by exploring some colonial buildings and hidden corners that 

exemplify the local culture and the city’s colorful heritage. 

 

Today’s tour begins at 08:30 or 14:00. Start with a visit to the iconic Saigon Central Post Office built between 
1886 and 1891. Based on the design of French architect Foulhoux, it is the creation of a unique vaulted 
ceiling with wrought iron beams and columns reminiscent of industrial architecture, which is now considered 
a symbol of Saigon and one of its most famous landmarks. 
 
If he is available, stop for a chat with Mr. Duong, who enjoys local notoriety for his professional love-letter 
skills 
 
Walk along Dong Khoi street, formerly la rue Catinat and pay a visit to Gialong Palace – Ho Chi Minh City 
Museum for its beautiful architecture and listen to its history through times. Continue to ‘Le Loi Street’ to 
meet a local artisan who specialises in traditional engravings.  
 
Next, stroll through the old central market (your vehicle will be available)  before arriving at the city’s oldest 
colonial-era apartment, built in 1886, and see what the young creative Vietnamese are up to from their 
funky boutiques and coffee shops. Sit down at one of the stylish coffee shops and interact with a local 
resident who moved here in 1975. 
 
Leave the compound and have a look at the building on the other side, which used to be ‘Banque de 
l’Indochine’ (Indochina Bank) during the 1920s. It’s a stunning example of the ‘Indochinois’ east/west fusion 
style of architecture that this area is known for. After this last stop, head back to the hotel. 
 
Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Day 10: A DAY IN BEN TRE  (B, L) 
 
Today’s tour will begin at 08:00. Leave the busy streets and modern buildings of Ho Chi Minh City behind on 
this Ben Tre day trip. Following breakfast, drive south of the city to the Mekong Delta, a remarkable 
agricultural area referred to as ‘the rice bowl of Vietnam’.  
 

On arrival in Ben Tre Province, board a local boat for a first glimpse of life on the Mekong Delta’s maze of 

waterways. Cruise among the river islands which have whimsical names such as Dragon, Unicorn, Turtle and 

Phoenix Islands. En-route visit a small factory producing handicrafts made of coconut – a material found in 

abundance in the Mekong region. Also, visit Turtle Island to explore an orchard and taste its fresh, tropical 

fruits. 

 

Then switch gears and travel by “Xe Loi” (tuk-tuk) for a different perspective. Cruise along country roads to a 

lush garden. Taste the honey that is harvested by the residents and famous throughout Vietnam. 

 

After the boat trip, travel by “Xe Loi” along country roads to a famed garden for a honey tasting session. 

Continue on a smaller rowing boat for a more adventurous cruise on the Xep Canal which is set amongst a 

forest of palm trees.  

 

Following this Delta adventure, return to land for lunch. Before returning to the big city, stop at Vinh Trang 

Pagoda. This massive Buddhist pagoda boasts impressive architecture and an incredible collection of 

statues, including a life-size jade image. 
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Return to Ho Chi Minh City late this afternoon, filled with fantastic memories of a day in the Delta.  

 

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Day 11: HO CHI MINH CITY DEPARTURE    (B) 
 

Free at leisure until transfer to the airport for onward flight.  

 
 

*****END OF SERVICES***** 
 
 

 HOTELS  

CITY HOTEL ROOM CATEGORY 

HANOI CHURCH 58 HANG GAI DELUXE 

HOI AN SILK LUXURY DELUXE 

HO CHI MINH SUNRISE CENTRAL PRIMIER DELUXE 

 

 

 
Included:  

 Accommodation on double/twin share  

 Meals as mentioned in the itinerary (B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner).  

 Tours and transfers by private air-conditioned vehicles.  

 English/French speaking local guide (for other languages supplements apply) 

 All entrance fees as indicated in itinerary.  

 Boat trips as mentioned in the itinerary 
 

 
Not included:  

 Vietnam visa arrangements (a visa to Vietnam is compulsory for most nationalities).  

 International flights   

 Meals other than mentioned above.  

 Camera/video entrance fees.  

 Personal expenses (drinks, laundry, telephone, tips etc, kayak…).  

 Travel insurance (please see below).  

 Other services not clearly indicated in the package inclusions above 

 Compulsory dinner on 24 & 31 Dec 
 
 
 
 
 

 


